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Dear Readers,
I am delighted to welcome you to this month's edition of our newsletter and share 
some exciting developments from Sarisha Wildlife And Ecology Society (WNE-
India).
We are pleased to continue strengthening our collaboration with Prakriti Samsad, 
one of India's oldest and most experienced environmental organizations. This 
partnership reflects our shared commitment to conservation, environmental 
awareness, and community engagement, and we look forward to many 
meaningful initiatives together in the future.
The current cycle of the WNE Start-Up Grant Program has received an 
overwhelming response, with more than 50 project proposals from across India. 
As many of you know, the grant portal opens four times every year, providing 
regular opportunities for young conservationists and researchers to pursue 
innovative ideas. The selected awardees for this cycle will be announced next 
month, and we are excited to share that multiple grants will be awarded this time.
We are also encouraged by the success of last year's Safflower Experimental 
Project, where 15 beneficiary families participated in cultivation and livelihood 
activities. With successful production and complete market linkage support, all 
products were sold, creating tangible benefits for participating households.

Building Partnerships, Celebrating 
Success, and Expanding Our 
Impact

Shwetadri Bhandari3

FOUNDER & PRESIDENT
SARISHA WILDLIFE AND ECOLOGY SOCIETY 

(WNE-INDIA)

Another proud moment for WNE-India is the 
achievement of our previous Start-Up Grant 
awardee, Sipu Kumar, who has received support 
from the Mohamed bin Zayed Species 
Conservation Fund for his conservation work on 
the Pallas's Fish Eagle.
As our work continues to expand across multiple 
states, we are preparing to establish state-wise 
branches to strengthen our local presence and 
impact. More details will be announced in the 
coming months.
Thank you for your continued support and 
encouragement.



Between the Traps and the Herd —  A Field Report from Molai
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In the heart of Molai Forest, Assam — one of northeastern India's most significant butterfly sampling sites — 

our team was quietly at work. Seasonal butterfly sampling was underway: traps carefully set, coordinates 

logged, samples being collected with the patience and precision that field conservation demands.

Then, without warning, 120 elephants walked through.

A herd of that size doesn't just pass through — it reshapes everything in its path.

More than 15 traps and over 80 samples were destroyed in moments. Work that had taken days was undone in 

minutes. But as our team carefully recovered what they could — prioritising safety above all, ensuring no one 

stood between the herd and its path — something more profound than the loss of traps began to settle in.

Where had 120 elephants come from?

A Herd Without a Home

Speculation points to Arunachal Pradesh. And this is not the first time. For over a decade now, Molai Forest has 

been increasingly frequented by elephant herds crossing from Arunachal into Assam. What was once an 

occasional, unusual sighting has quietly become routine.

The reason, we suspect, is deeply uncomfortable to sit with. Rapid habitat fragmentation, shrinking forest cover, 

and the relentless pace of developmental projects in the region are dismantling the resources these animals 

depend on for survival. Corridors that once connected vast stretches of forest are narrowing. Elephants that once 

had space — and food, and water, and safety — are now searching for all of it.

They are not invading. They are displaced — pushed into unfamiliar ground by a world shrinking around them.

The Work Continued

Despite the disruption, our team made a deliberate choice: the sampling would not stop. Taking every 

precaution, maintaining safe distance, and monitoring the herd's movement closely, we continued our work until 

conditions allowed a safe return to retrieve the remaining traps and samples.

Conservation in the field is rarely clean or predictable. Encounters like this are a reminder that we do not work 

in isolation from the very wildlife we are trying to protect. On this day, the butterflies and the elephants shared 

the same forest — and so did we.

A Question We Cannot Set Aside

This incident has done more than damage equipment. It has handed us a question with real urgency: who is this 

herd, where do they move, and what does their increasing presence in Molai Forest tell us about the crisis 

unfolding in the forests of Arunachal Pradesh and Assam?

We are now actively gathering information on this herd — their movement patterns, their numbers, their routes. 

Because understanding them is the first step toward protecting both them and the communities they increasingly 

pass through. Their story, we believe, is inseparable from the larger story of anthropogenic pressure on India's 

wildlife — a story that demands more attention than it currently receives.

The giants walked through. We intend to walk beside them.



Bengaluru based non-profit Centre for Wildlife Studies (CWS) works to save wildlife and wildlands. In Centre for 

Wildlife Studies, I work with a team that documents incidents of wildlife hunting and trade, law enforcement efforts to 

counter them, and the evolving trends in these illegal activities across the Western and Eastern Ghats. Given the 

complexity of this issue, our work relies heavily on open-source information, including media reports, social media 

content, previous case files, and court judgments.

In November 2024, one of our team members flagged a concerning issue: hundreds of kanjiras were reportedly used in 

a Kannada movie scheduled for release in December. The kanjira is a small frame drum commonly used in South 

Indian for Carnatic music, similar to a tambourine. Traditionally, its membrane was made from the skin of wild 

animals, most often the monitor lizard. However, with the implementation of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, the industry 

gradually shifted towards synthetic materials. These alternatives not only comply with conservation laws but also offer 

improved durability, weather resistance, and ethical sustainability.

My instinct was that no film producer, after investing significant money, would risk being implicated in a wildlife 

offense by using kanjiras made from monitor lizard skin. However, my colleague confirmed otherwise. He pointed out 

the distinct box-like scale patterns visible on the drum’s surface, which are characteristic of monitor lizard skin, 

whereas synthetic or alternative materials have a smooth finish. He also noticed that all these Kanjiras are not old ones, 

and they look new.  After realizing this, I couldn’t help but personally wish for the film’s box office failure.

The teaser of this movie itself sparked anger and frustration among conservationists. A troubled realization that if the 

film became a box office hit, it could trigger a surge in demand for kanjiras, a situation that would spell disaster for the 

already threatened monitor lizard population. With this concern, we held a serious internal discussion. 

What puzzled us next was the source: where could such a large quantity of monitor lizard skins have been procured, 

and who possessed the craftsmanship to make these instruments? Our search for answers led us to Shikari Medu (also 

known as Srikari Medu) in the Krishnagiri District of Tamil Nadu. This small village, located near National Highway 

44, has long been on the radar of law enforcement agencies for its notorious involvement in wildlife-related trades.

To learn more, I reached out to Mr. Sharath Babu, a well-known campaigner against the illegal wildlife trade. He 

shared disturbing details, which he had previously exposed an illicit business run by a small hotel in Chikkaballapura, 

Karnataka, which was serving dishes such as Uda-65, Uda Biryani, and Uda Chili (“Uda” being the Kannada word for 

monitor lizard). Following the arrests, the accused confessed that the monitor lizards had been sourced from Shikari 

Medu.
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From Forests to Black Markets: The Story of India's Monitor Lizards

Director - Field Conservation ,Centre for Wildlife Studies (CWS) 

In the  next  edition,  we  follow  the  trail  deeper  into  Shikari  Medu,  uncovering  the  

realities  of  the  illegal  monitor  lizard  trade,  the  myths  that  sustain  it, and  the  growing  

conservation  concerns  surrounding  one  of  India's  most  overlooked  protected  species .

To Be Continued...

P M Muthanna



ROOTS OF REVIVAL: BREATHING LIFE BACK INTO THE 

SACRED GROVES OF EZHIKKARA

WNE Steps In: A Movement, Not Just a Mission
WNE has launched a heartfelt, community-rooted initiative to restore and protect the sacred groves of 
Ezhikkara. This initiative goes beyond planting trees — it is about rekindling a bond between people and 
nature that has existed for generations. WNE is actively engaging local communities, empowering village 
elders as knowledge keepers, and educating the youth to become proud stewards of their ecological and 
cultural inheritance.
Through awareness workshops, participatory grove restoration drives, and documentation of traditional 
ecological knowledge, WNE is weaving conservation into the everyday fabric of life in Ezhikkara.

Nature as an Economic Engine: The Eco-Tourism Vision
The restoration of Ezhikkara’s sacred groves is not just a conservation act — it is an investment in a 
sustainable future. WNE envisions the development of a community-led eco-tourism model that showcases 
the sacred groves, dense mangrove corridors, shimmering backwaters, and the remarkable wildlife that 
thrives within them. Imagine guided canoe trails through mangroves, birdwatching dawn walks, cultural 
storytelling sessions under ancient grove canopies, and homestays that put income directly into the hands of 
local families.
This is tourism that heals rather than harms — a model where the more people visit, the stronger the 
ecosystem grows. The groves become both sanctuary and livelihood, transforming conservation into 
prosperity for every family in Ezhikkara.

Your Investment: Planting Seeds That Last a Lifetime
To initiate this transformative work, WNE requires a seed fund of ₹1,50,000 (One Lakh Fifty Thousand 
Rupees). This modest investment will catalyse grove surveys, community mobilisation, saplings of indigenous 
species, ecological documentation, and the foundation of Ezhikkara’s eco-tourism framework.
When you invest in this initiative, you are not simply funding a conservation project. You are choosing to be 
part of a story — a story of mangroves reclaimed, of youth empowered, of fishermen’s children growing up 
knowing the names of birds their grandparents named. You are helping an entire coastline breathe again.
The groves of Ezhikkara have waited long enough. With your support, WNE and the communities of Ezhikkara 
will ensure they stand tall for another thousand years. Be the reason these roots hold.
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Imagine standing at the edge of a shimmering backwater, 
surrounded by the ancient whisper of trees that have stood 
for centuries — trees that generations of fishermen, 
farmers, and families have revered as sacred. This is 
Ezhikkara. A coastal gem nestled in the Ernakulam district 
of Kerala, this Gram Panchayat is far more than a dot on the 
map — it is a living, breathing tapestry of culture, ecology, 
and community identity.

A Heritage on the Brink
Ezhikkara is encircled by sacred groves — Kavu — that serve 
as vital pillars of both cultural heritage and ecological 
balance. These sacred spaces protect some of Kerala’s most 
precious mangrove ecosystems, wetlands, and backwater 
biodiversity. They shelter rare birds, endemic reptiles, and a 
stunning array of flora that quietly sustain the livelihoods 
and well-being of thousands who call this coastline home.
Yet today, these groves stand endangered. The relentless
pace of developmental pressures — unplanned construction, encroachments, and the erosion of traditional 
reverence — is silently dismantling what took centuries to build. With every grove lost, a story disappears. A 
species vanishes. A community loses a piece of its soul.



Beneath the waves of West Bengal's coastline, an ecological crisis is unfolding. Sharks and rays—ancient guardians of 

marine ecosystems for over 400 million years—are disappearing at an alarming rate. Their decline threatens not only 

individual species but the health of entire marine ecosystems.

To address this challenge, WNE's Species Investigation Team (SIT) spent the past year conducting extensive surveys 

across fishing harbours, landing centres, estuaries, and coastal communities. Through dedicated fieldwork, the team 

documented species diversity, identified critical habitats, and explored the complex relationship between local 

livelihoods and marine conservation.

The research revealed significant conservation concerns, including habitat pressures, limited awareness among 

stakeholders, and the continuing threat of illegal and unsustainable trade. Every survey, interview, and observation 

contributed to building a stronger scientific foundation for future conservation action.

A major milestone in this journey came when Sourav Chattopadhyay, Marine Biologist and Project Coordinator of 

SIT, presented the team's findings at Sharks International 2026 in Colombo, Sri Lanka. Bringing together experts from 

84 countries, the conference is one of the world's most prestigious gatherings dedicated to shark and ray conservation.

For WNE, this was more than a scientific presentation—it was a proud moment of international recognition. 

Representing the conservation realities of India's eastern coastline, Sourav showcased how local research and 

community engagement can contribute to global conservation efforts. The opportunity to share WNE's work on such a 

distinguished platform has further strengthened the team's commitment to protecting these threatened species.

Building on the success of the first phase, SIT is now developing science-based conservation strategies focused on 

habitat protection, stakeholder engagement, and stronger collaboration with government agencies. Simultaneously, the 

team continues to inspire future conservation leaders through outreach programmes in schools and educational 

institutions.

Today, the mission extends beyond West Bengal, with efforts expanding across India's coastline. While the challenges 

remain significant, so does our determination.

Every species protected, every community engaged, and every young mind inspired brings us closer to healthier 

oceans and a sustainable future. Together, we can ensure that sharks and rays continue to thrive in our waters for 

generations to come.
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From the Shores of West Bengal to the Global Stage: 

WNE’s Journey for Shark and Ray Conservation
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Sarisha Wildlife And Ecology Society (WNE-India) is developing an innovative Android 

application that will help users understand and evaluate the digital carbon footprint generated 

through their daily online activities, including social media usage and interactions with various 

digital platforms.

In today's increasingly connected world, activities such as content streaming, cloud storage, online 

communication, and social media engagement contribute to energy consumption and carbon 

emissions. The proposed application aims to make these hidden environmental impacts visible, 

enabling users to adopt more sustainable digital habits and contribute to climate action.

The project is being spearheaded by Ms. Jayashri Thorat, an environmentalist and member of 

WNE-India, along with Mr. Arup Mondal, a software developer, supported by a small team of 

experts. As WNE-India's first in-house digital innovation, the initiative reflects the organization's 

commitment to combining technology and environmental conservation.

The prototype version of the application will soon be tested among selected college students and 

personnel from government and private offices. The pilot phase will help refine the platform and 

assess its effectiveness in promoting awareness of digital sustainability.

Following successful testing and further development, the application is expected to be released 

for public use by the end of the current financial year. WNE-India believes that this initiative has 

the potential to become an important tool in understanding and managing digital carbon footprints, 

encouraging individuals and institutions alike to make environmentally responsible choices in the 

digital age.

WNE -India Develops Innovative App to Measure Digital 

Carbon Footprints from Daily Online Activities



At Tarakeswar Girls' High School (H.S.), more than 1,000 young girls walk through its gates every day 
carrying dreams of a better future. Some dream of becoming teachers, doctors, scientists, artists, or leaders. 
For many, education is not just a pathway to success—it is their greatest opportunity to transform their lives 
and uplift their families.
Yet, during a recent assessment under our EDM Initiative, we encountered a reality that demanded 
immediate attention. The school's infrastructure had deteriorated over the years, leaving students to learn in 
classrooms that no longer reflected the potential, energy, and aspirations they carried within them. Walls 
showed signs of neglect, learning spaces lacked the environment students deserve, and the overall condition 
of the school created challenges that extended beyond the physical structure itself.
A classroom is more than four walls and a roof. It is where confidence is built, curiosity is encouraged, and 
futures begin to take shape. When learning spaces are neglected, it affects not only the educational 
experience but also the motivation and self-belief of the students who spend years growing within them.
Believing that every child deserves a safe, dignified, and inspiring environment to learn, our team initiated 
renovation work at the school. What began as an infrastructure improvement project quickly became a 
mission to restore pride, hope, and opportunity for an entire generation of students.
The ongoing renovation aims to create cleaner, brighter, and more welcoming classrooms that foster 
concentration, creativity, and confidence. Every repaired wall, every refreshed learning space, and every 
improvement made represents an investment in the future of the students who will benefit from them. These 
changes may seem simple, but their impact can be profound. A well-maintained classroom can inspire 
attendance, encourage participation, and create an atmosphere where students feel valued and motivated to 
achieve their goals.
As work progresses, the excitement among students, teachers, and community members continues to grow. 
The transformation is not merely physical; it is symbolic of a larger commitment to educational equity and 
opportunity. It sends a powerful message to every student: your education matters, your dreams matter, and 
your future is worth investing in.
Education has the power to break cycles of poverty, create opportunities, and build stronger communities. 
However, meaningful learning begins with providing children the basic conditions they need to thrive. By 
improving the learning environment at Tarakeswar Girls' High School, we are not only renovating a 
building—we are helping create a foundation upon which thousands of dreams can grow.
While much work remains to be done, we remain hopeful and committed. Every step forward brings us 
closer to a future where every student can learn in an environment that reflects their potential and 
encourages them to dream bigger than ever before.
Because when we invest in schools, we invest in children. And when we invest in children, we invest in a 
brighter future for all.

MORE THAN A RENOVATION: BUILDING HOPE, DIGNITY, 

AND OPPORTUNITY AT TARAKESWAR GIRLS' HIGH 

SCHOOL
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On 31st May 2026, WNE INDIA successfully organized an online 

webinar titled “From Seeds to Forests: The Ecology of Bird-Plant 

Interaction.” The session was delivered by Mr. Sipu Kumar, who 

shared valuable insights into the ecological relationships between 

birds and plants and their significance in maintaining healthy forest 

ecosystems.

The webinar highlighted the critical role of birds in seed dispersal, 

forest regeneration, and biodiversity conservation. Participants gained 

a deeper understanding of how these interactions contribute to 

ecosystem resilience and the long-term sustainability of natural 

habitats.

The event witnessed the participation of 15+ attendees, including 

students, researchers, and nature enthusiasts, who actively engaged in 

discussions and exchanged ideas throughout the session.

WNE INDIA extends its sincere gratitude to Mr. Sipu Kumar for his 

informative presentation and to all participants for their enthusiastic 

involvement. Through such initiatives, WNE INDIA continues to 

foster ecological awareness, encourage scientific dialogue, and inspire 

collective action towards biodiversity conservation and environmental 

sustainability.

Web of Knowledge: Exploring the Hidden World of Spiders

Wildlife  & Ecology  (WNE  India) , in collaboration  with  Earth  

Crusaders  Organisation  (ECO) , Mad  Martins , and  the  

Regional  Museum  of  Natural  History  (RMNH) , 

Bhubaneswar,  celebrated  World  Parrot  Day  2026 , bringing  

together  45  students,  researchers,  bird  enthusiasts,  and  

conservation  advocates .

The  event  paid  tribute  to  Mike  Reynolds,  founder  of  the  

World  Parrot  Trust,  while  highlighting  the  urgent  need  to  

protect  parrots  and  parakeets  from  growing  environmental  

threats . Expert  talks  and  engaging  presentations  explored  

parrot  diversity,  ecology,  conservation  challenges,  and  the  

remarkable  achievements  of  Odisha’s  community -driven  

Parakeet  Conservation  Project .

A  special  milestone  was  the  celebration  of  Odisha’s  third  

consecutive  Parakeet  Day,  reflecting  a  strong  and  growing  

commitment  to  avian  conservation . Through  knowledge  

sharing,  inspiration,  and  collaboration,  the  programme  

encouraged  participants  to  become  active  stewards  of  

nature  and  champions  for  the  protection  of  India’s  vibrant  

parrot  heritage .

WORLD PARROT DAY 2026 CELEBRATED AT RMNH, 
BHUBANESWAR



11

The Kusum flower, deeply rooted in the forests and tribal traditions of India, is gradually emerging as a 

symbol of sustainable livelihood and rural empowerment. For generations, tribal communities have 

protected these forests and preserved the traditional knowledge associated with Kusum flowers and their 

dried petals, which are valued for their medicinal, wellness, and natural uses.

With immense dedication, tribal families are now cultivating, collecting, and processing Kusum flowers 

through sustainable methods. What was once seen as an ordinary forest resource is today finding recognition 

as a high-value natural product in the market.

One of the most significant achievements of this initiative has been the successful creation of strong market 

linkages. By directly connecting tribal producers with reliable buyers and emerging markets, we have been 

able to ensure fair value for their hard work and forest produce. This market access has not only increased 

income opportunities but has also built confidence and financial stability within the communities.

The success of these market linkages has transformed the lives of many tribal families. It has reduced 

dependency on middlemen, encouraged sustainable forest-based entrepreneurship, and given recognition to 

the rich traditional knowledge carried by indigenous communities for generations.

Inspired by the growing demand for natural flowers and herbal products such as Chamomile, we are 

continuously working toward better production practices, improved processing techniques, and stronger 

market expansion for Kusum flowers. Our goal is to create a long-term sustainable ecosystem where tribal 

communities are not just producers, but valued participants in a growing natural products economy.

Kusum Flowers and Tribal Prosperity: A Journey of 
Sustainable Livelihoods
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In celebration of World Turtle Day 2026, Wildlife & Ecology (WNE) India, in collaboration with Earth 
Crusaders Organisation, organized an educational awareness program on the identification, biology, and 
conservation of freshwater turtles and tortoises at the Regional Museum of Natural History.
The program brought together 25 life science students from various universities, providing them with 
valuable insights into species identification, ecological significance, behavioral adaptations, habitat 
requirements, and conservation challenges faced by freshwater chelonians. Through interactive discussions 
and learning sessions, participants gained a deeper understanding of the critical role these species play in 
maintaining healthy aquatic ecosystems.
India, particularly the eastern region, supports a rich diversity of freshwater turtles and tortoises. However, 
many species continue to face severe threats from habitat degradation, pollution, illegal wildlife trade, 
accidental capture in fishing gear, and unsustainable human activities. The program highlighted the urgent 
need for conservation action, scientific research, and community participation to safeguard these often-
overlooked reptiles.
The event reaffirmed WNE India's commitment to promoting biodiversity conservation through education, 
capacity building, and youth engagement, inspiring the next generation of conservationists to contribute 
towards protecting India's unique freshwater ecosystems.

World Turtle Day 2026 Observed at RMNH, 
Bhubaneswar



The silent banks of the Chandragiri River in Kerala still hold one of nature’s rarest survivors — 

the critically endangered Giant Cantor’s Softshell Turtle. Once thriving across the river system, 

the species today faces an uncertain future as unplanned dam construction, habitat alteration, 

and excessive siltation continue to erase its fragile breeding grounds. Yet amidst these 

challenges, a hopeful conservation movement is beginning to emerge.

Through the WNE Startup Grant, young conservationist Nandan Vijaykumar has been leading a 

dedicated grassroots initiative to identify, protect, and restore the turtle’s remaining nesting 

habitats while building strong community participation around its conservation. Supported by 

the grant, the project has successfully identified one active breeding ground near the Aloor 

regulatory bridge, another at Chottakkayam, and two additional nesting sites in Kuttiyanam. 

Each nest was carefully monitored throughout the incubation period and secured with protective 

fencing to minimize human disturbance and predation risks.

Beyond field protection, the initiative has focused deeply on conservation awareness and long-

term stewardship. Educational programmes conducted in two schools introduced students to the 

ecological importance of freshwater turtles and healthy river ecosystems, inspiring a new 

generation of local conservation advocates. A community workshop organized at Pandikandam 

in collaboration with the Kerala Forest Department further strengthened local engagement and 

initiated discussions toward a standardized long-term conservation action plan for the species.

This project is more than a conservation effort — it is a race against time to protect an ancient 

river guardian. With continued scientific collaboration, funding support, and community 

partnership, Chandragiri may yet become a model for freshwater turtle conservation in India.

GUARDIANS OF THE CHANDRAGIRI: REVIVING 
THE LAST BREEDING GROUNDS OF THE GIANT 
CANTOR’S SOFTSHELL TURTLE
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WNE INDIA, in collaboration with Earth 
Crusaders Organisation (ECO) and the Regional 
Museum of Natural History, observed World 
Bee Day through an interactive awareness 
programme focused on the importance of bees and 
pollinator conservation. The initiative witnessed 
the active participation of more than 50 students, 
creating a platform for learning, discussion, and 
environmental awareness.
The session was conducted by experienced 
apiculturist Shri Bhabani Sankar Patra, who 
shared valuable insights into the fascinating world 
of bees, their ecological importance, and their 
indispensable role in pollination, biodiversity 
conservation, and food security. Participants also 
learned about sustainable beekeeping practices 
and the direct relationship between pollinators and 
healthy ecosystems.
The programme highlighted the growing threats 
faced by bee populations worldwide, including 
habitat loss, pesticide exposure, climate change, 
and environmental pollution. Through engaging 
discussions and demonstrations, students were 
encouraged to understand the urgent need for 
pollinator conservation and adopt environmentally 
responsible practices in their daily lives.
Beyond awareness, the event aimed to inspire 
young minds to become active contributors to 
environmental protection and biodiversity 
conservation. By promoting curiosity, scientific 
understanding, and collective responsibility, the 
programme reinforced the message that 
safeguarding pollinators is essential for 
maintaining ecological balance and ensuring a 
sustainable future for both nature and humanity.

In a collaborative effort to strengthen awareness 
on freshwater biodiversity conservation, 
Wildlife & Ecology (WNE India), Earth 
Crusaders, and the Regional Museum of Natural 
History (RMNH), Bhubaneswar jointly 
organized an outreach and awareness 
programme on otter conservation for 30 Life 
Science students.
The session focused on otter ecology, habitat 
requirements, behavioural adaptations, and the 
vital role otters play in maintaining healthy 
aquatic ecosystems. Participants were 
introduced to key threats affecting otter 
populations, including habitat degradation, 
wetland loss, retaliatory killing, natural 
disasters, and declining prey availability 
resulting from overfishing.
The programme also highlighted ongoing 
conservation initiatives and the challenges 
associated with protecting otter habitats in 
rapidly changing landscapes. Interactive 
discussions encouraged students to appreciate 
the importance of scientific research, 
community engagement, and conservation-
based actions in safeguarding these important 
semi-aquatic mammals.
A significant highlight of the event was the 
emphasis on Odisha’s ecological importance, as 
the state is home to all three otter species 
recorded in India. This unique distinction makes 
Odisha a critical landscape for otter 
conservation and underscores the need for 
continued collaborative efforts to ensure the 
long-term protection of its freshwater 
ecosystems and biodiversity.
The programme successfully fostered greater 
awareness among young scholars and 
reinforced the importance of collective action in 
conserving India's rich aquatic wildlife heritage.
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World Bee Day Observation: Inspiring 
Pollinator Conservation Through 
Collaboration

Otter Conservation Awareness 
Programme Conducted in 
Odisha
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