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Shark and Ray Conservation Survey in Coastal area 

of West Bengal

Under the long-term project SIT (Stop Illegal Trade), we have 

started an elasmobranch status survey work at the coastal 

margines of Sundarban Biosphere Reserve and the coastal belt 

of Purba Medinipur in West Bengal, this is the first ever 

detailed work done in West Bengal. The aim of this survey is 

to gather a base line status report on this marine species as 

their global population is vulnerable due to unregulated and 

overfishing at untimely seasons i.e. the breeding time. 

Elasmobranchs i.e. the marine species of shark and rays plays a 

vital role in the ecosystem, being the apex predatory controlling 

the delicate balance in the food chain and an indicator species, 

highlighting the ecosystem’s health. But threats of illegal 

poaching and hunting, lack of in-depth knowledge among the 

concerned authorities and unaware local community have 

heavy  impacted the species survival in our studied area as well 

as the subcontinent.      

From our preliminary field work we gathered shocking data 

where juveniles of species like Scalloped Hammerhead 

Shark, Tiger Shark, Butterfly Ray, Honeycomb Ray, Rhyna 

Guitarfish etc. have been found to gather along the estuarine 

areas of the study site. Some of these Schedule 1 species are 

also spotted to get entnaged at fishing nets or are found to be 

sold at open markets at harbours at handsome price. Even 

shocking news of illegal export to aboard has been recorded.   

Hammerhead Shark

A giant Ray being carried to market

Pragnant Shark Females

Our survey focuses on identifying hotspots, understanding 

fishing patterns and assessing frequency of such incidents 

occur. We aim to raise awareness and develop community-

based solutions to reduce accidental catches. In the coming 

days, we will use the findings to create conservation 

strategies and promote sustainable fishing methods. With 

strong field efforts and community engagement, we aim to 

protect these species and secure the health of our coastal 

waters. This finding will also help the marine reasearch 

community across the globe in conservation initiative. Team with STR DFDC
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Ambedkar Shiksha 

Kendra – Newly 

Renovated, Ready for the 

FutureAmbedkar Shiksha Kendra now offers a better 

future to over 400 children from marginalized 

families. For years, poor infrastructure held the 

school back. In April 2025, we started renovating the 

school building at Bhubaneswar, Odisha. Muthoot 

Finance funded the intiative and ECO supported us 

throughout the renovation process. Our team worked 

hard and completed the construction by the end of 

July.

           The renovated school now provides a safe, 

welcoming and inspiring space for learning. From the 

2025–26 academic year, we will accommodate up to 

550 students, giving even more children access to 

quality education.

This project marks a big step forward in our 

journey. We thank Muthoot Finance and ECO for 

turning this dream into a reality.

On Corbett Day, 25th July 2025, we celebrated the 

spirit of conservation with a powerful webinar titled "From 

Rifle to Reverence: Jim Corbett, Billy Arjan Singh & John Varty 

on Conservation and Big Cats." Mr. Pratik Mahapatra, Vice 

Principal of Genius Public School and Visiting Faculty at Netaji 

Subhas Open University, led the session with gripping stories 

and deep wisdom. Participants listened, questioned and 

connected with the legacy of these legendary conservationists. 

Their energy turned the event into more than just a talk, it 

became a tribute. 

As we reflect on the success of this session, we renew 

our commitment to organizing more such enriching discussions 

in the future. 

Celebrating Corbett Day with 

Stories That Roar

Before renovation

After renovation

Global population of Sharks 

and Rays are declining which threaten 

the marine ecosystem. This has led to 

the initiation of a project under SIT 

where are conducting a status survey of 

such marine species at the coastal 

margin of West Bengal. This study is 

focused to create a baseline data on the 

current condition of the species in the 

state as well as the country.

Driven by the vision of a 

greener and more prosperous future, 

the Bana Bandhu Project is moving to 

new heights through a dynamic 

collaboration with Innovative Rural 

Consultants LLP, an organization 

deeply committed to agriculture and 

rural livelihood development. Together, 

we aim to deliver transformative 

projects that empower communities, 

enrich the land, and safeguard nature 

and wildlife for generations ahead.
Webinar on Corbett Day, 25th July, 2025

Editorial
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A detailed study on floral diversity in the CFC area of 

Jhargram has finally submitted to forest officials of 

Jhargram. The report explains which types of floral diversity 

exist and what kind of diversity each zone holds. 

To preserve this diversity properly, clear measures 

were suggested. Jhargram forest plays a vital role in the 

region’s ecosystem, especially for the elephants. This forest 

doesn’t just fall on their route; it also a favourable habitat for 

them. So, this reporting focused deeply on how to protect 

both the forest and its thriving elephant population.

Alongside floral diversity, we addressed the overall 

biodiversity of the area. We added practical, innovative on-

ground implementation strategies to improve the 

conservation efforts. These suggestions focus on real change, 

not just theory.

This study aims to help Jhargram forest stay 

ecologically strong while supporting both the diverse wildlife 

and its rich plant life. We will soon bring out a research 

publication based on this work, sharing our findings with the 

wider scientific and conservation community.

Jhargram CFC area – Plant Diversity and Biodiversity 

Report Submitted

Under the Bana Bandhu Project, we have been 

working on chamomile cultivation from 2020 to 2024 

in selected regions of West Bengal including Purulia, 

Bankura, and Paschim Medinipur. Over the past four 

years, we have faced various challenges throughout the 

process — from crop cultivation to harvesting and 

convincing the farmers in turn.

Introducing and adopting this crop in tribal and 

marginalized areas like Purulia was particularly 

challenging. However, we are hopeful that within the 

next few years, chamomile will become a favored crop 

across West Bengal.

Keeping that vision in mind, we aim to reach 

more farmers effectively and promote the production of 

this high-value aromatic crop. We also intend to 

strengthen marketing channels for the farmers to ensure 

better income and long-term sustainability to the 

initiative.

We are currently seeking collaboration from 

local NGOs, FPOs, and other organizations to help 

expand cultivation into more districts of the State and 

outside.

Expanding Chamomile Cultivation in West Bengal: A 

Call for Collaboration

Initial page of the file submitted to DFO of 

Jhargram

Harvesting done by village women, Purulia

Chamomile flowers after sun dry



Page 4

Walking with Giants: Community Action for Elephant 

Corridors

On 28–29 July 2025, the Naktideul Forest 

Range of Redhakhol Forest Division partnered 

with ECO and conducted a series of awareness 

campaigns under the Project Bakratunda 

initiative. A.K. Behera, in-charge of Naktideul 

Range, led the efforts across the villages of 

Tikilipada, Katrapali, Mahukud, Badkhaman, 

Talanali, Kudanali, Luburi, Kamalanali, 

Dhatkimal, Rail, Ghosaramal, Bahalijharan, 

Landimal, Kaunisipal, Charadpasi and Tiliemal.

The team directly engaged villagers and 

students through interactive sessions “The 

Guiding Elephant,” they emphasized the crucial 

role of the youths and local communities in 

elephant conservation.

ECO, collaborative partner of WNE, 

actively contributed to the campaign and played 

a key role in delivering the ground-level work.

: Kriti Jain

Neha Bhandari

Devika MV

Riddhi Agarwalla

Lineysha Sarma

B.Sc. Chemistry botany and Zoology 

CHRIST (Deemed to be University)

B.Sc. in Environmental Science

Fergusson College

Kamli: An Empress of the 
Whispering Wilderness

Kamli is a resilient tigress, rose from orphaned 

obscurity to rule Sanjay-Dubri’s dense 

wilderness—her elegant grace, primal instincts, 

and exceptional maternal legacy igniting 

conservation hopes and deepening our soulful bond 

with the wild patch which eventually became 

famous for her presence. Stay tuned to catch up 

with her journey, where the iconic tales of three 

generations are intertwined. 

                                          By Pratik Mahapatra

Photo credit : Jairaj Singh

Interns Recruited

MSc. Environmental Science

Pondicherry University

B.Sc. Hons Forestry, 4th Year

HNB Garhwal University

MSC, Environmental Science

IGNOU

Awareness campaigns for elephant 

conservation
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Wildlife Activist’s intel exposed Forest Deaorment 

Officials supressing Tiger Poaching Racket

Bat meat served as Chili Chicken..!! A shocking 

incident at Tamil Nadu

A few days back, a shocking news made a newspaper bulletin 

in Tamil Nadu - fruit bats being cooked and served as chilli 

chicken…!! The incident occurred at a place close to Danishpet 

Forest Reserve.

On 25th July 2025, the forest department of Danishpet Forest 

Reserve was informed about frequent gun fires from the hilly area of 

Thoppur Ramasamy, a part of the Reserve Forest. Naturally the forest 

department was on high alert and the Range Officer, Vimal Kumar, 

gather a team to conduct a raid in search of the poachers. 

The raid resulted in detaining two men of around 35 years old, 

who upon questioning shocked the officer that they used to invade the 

Reserve Forest in search of fruit bats which were used the main 

ingredient for preparing chilli chicken. Currently the culprits were put 

under judicial custody for committing such atrocity.

Tamil Nadu alone harbors around 30 species, while South 

India—including Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil 

Nadu—boasts more than 60. From the majestic Indian flying fox 

(Pteropus giganteus) to tiny insectivorous bats, these creatures 

pollinate plants, spread seeds and keep insect populations in check. 

But as forests shrink and human activity spreads, many of these vital 

species face growing threats.

Environmental Crisis Across the Globe

The intervention of the wildlife activist, Ajay Dubey 

put the Head of Forest Force (HoFF) of Madhya Pradesh 

Forest Department on high alert as he informed that the 

ground level forest departmental staff has tired to cover up a 

tiger poaching incident at Lalbarra range of Balaghat 

district. 

          The intel soon led to an enquire commission on the 

alleged forest officials and soon the probe led to the 

suspension of two concerned forest official for suppressing 

such a  hideous crime and aiding in tiger poaching.

           Madhya Pradesh, known as the "Tiger State of India," 

harbors the highest number of tigers in the country, with 785 

tigers as per the latest official count from the All-India Tiger 

Estimation 2022. The state safeguards these majestic 

animals across six tiger reserves—Kanha, Bandhavgarh, 

Pench, Satpura, Panna, and Sanjay-Dubri. However, in 2025, 

the state has already witnessed over 30 tiger deaths, raising 

serious concerns about wildlife protection

Shocking news of Bat meat serve in 

Chilli Chicken 

Tiger poaching incident, MP
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