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Protecting The Blue Jewels Of India: In-situ Conservation
Gooty Tarantula

WNE START UP Grant is initiated to support individuals and
regional organizations working on innovative conservation
plannings or applicable research-based works to support our
biodiversity or forest adjacent communities in various ways. This
small funding support is to kick start their works in the vast field
of biodiversity or forest adjacent communities.

Our first awardee for this Grant is Rishikesh Tripathi, an
arachnologist specializing in the taxonomy and ecology of spiders.
Under this funding support he initiated a project to conserve Gooty
Tarantula in the landscape of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.
Rishikesh’s field study recorded new locality of the spider’s
presence in Villupuram at Tamil Nadu alongside pointing out the
species preference towards Ficus trees, identifying threat factors
like habitat fragmentation, high demands at pet markets and such.
A lot is still left to be explored as Rishikesh continues his study. To
know more about his work, get engaged....

To Know More, Click Here Photos From the Field

World Orangutan Day: A Journey Into The Wild

On 17th August 2025, we celebrated World
Orangutan Day with a special webinar led by Mr.
Sudipta Chakraborty, an architect and passionate
wildlife photographer from Kolkata. His evocative
work, featured in National Geographic and BBC
Wildlife Magazine, springs from a deep love for the
wild and an eye for untold stories hidden in nature.

In the session, MR. Chakraborty carried us into the
heart of Borneo’s forests, where he has spent
countless hours tracing the lives of orangutans and —_— N
the region’s extraordinary biodiversity. Through NATIONAL PARK
breathtaking images and moving stories, he revealed
not just beauty but also fragility—reminding us what
is at stake. His words rang with urgency: to see, to |
feel, and to act for conservation.

The webinar left us inspired, showing how
powerfully photography can connect people to the  Webinar on World Orangutan Day ,Led by
natural world and deepen our resolve to protect Sudipta Chakraborty, Wildlife Photographer
endangered orangutans.

WILDLIFE & BIODIVIRSITY.



https://www.facebook.com/rishikesh.tripathi.75
https://www.facebook.com/rishikesh.tripathi.75
https://www.wneindia.org/grantsindia
https://www.wneindia.org/grantsindia

Editorial

A recent verdict by the Supreme Court of India has
led to mass resurgence among the multitude as it
tired to eradicate the stray dogs from the urban
streets completely. This mass upsurge has led the
Court to re-modify its original verdict to a more
practical and humane approach towards handle
the undeniable crisis with the street dogs roaming
freely across the country. This very incident
proves that multitudes involvement and mass
consciousness can bring about changes to the
ecosystem at large where the concept of
coexistence can prevail - both human beings and
wildlife can live alongside each other, respecting
each other's boundaries. Currently we are living
at a fragile ecosystem where devastating floods
and rainfall, rampant landslides, global warming,
season reversal has become the very core of our
existence, everyday somewhere around the globe,
people are tyrannized by the events of the sixth
mass extinction. So, the time is here, knocking at
our doors, reminding us to voice against the very
elements that is making our earth vulnerable to
climate change. We, at WNE, are working through
our various projects and initiatives towards
developing a climate resilient, sustainable
ecosystem where our rich biodiversity with its
flora and fauna can coexist with us. Join us to be
part of our journey...

SIT In Action To Save The
Marine Ecosystem Of West
Bengal

Amidst the fragile ecosystem, activities like
hunting, bushmeat practice, illegal trading have
put the wildlife across the country at the brink
of localized extinction, impacting the delicate
balance of the ecosystem.

An Endangered Sting Ray Hunted by Fishermen in Sundarban

Within a short span of about 3 years , SIT(Stop
Illegal Trade) has worked relentlessly to abolish
the Hunting Festival from Ajodhya Hills in
Purulia, West Bengal, joined hands with Centre
for Wildlife Studies (CWS) to mitigate the

systematic hunting and poaching threats
towards Indian Pangolins in Southern Odisha
and have conducted multiple raids with the
concerned authorities at Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, West Bengal, Jharkhand, Karnataka to

ceased wildlife trading while identifying key routes and putting the culprits behind bars.

Very recently we have focused to save the marine ecosystem where elasmobranch like sharks and rays
are facing rampant hunting threats leading to near extinction scenario. Engage with us as we explore the
coastal margins of West Bengal to save the species. To Know More, Click Here
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Carbon Credits Through Green Cover: The BANA BANDHU Journey
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From saplings to forests — BANA BANDHU is greening the land, capturing carbon, and nurturing life.


https://www.wneindia.org/sit
https://www.wneindia.org/sit
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Changemakers For A Sustainable Future: WNE-India’s Q2
Grant Highlights

The Grant has been announced yet for another time as the organization's advisory board shortlisted
three outstanding projects that focus on climate resilience and community-driven sustainability.

This quarter (Q2), WNE-India received 31 numbers of project proposals from across the country.
After a careful review, we shortlisted three outstanding candidates whose innovative ideas strongly
align with our mission of climate resilience and community-driven sustainability.

In this grant proposal cycle, we have placed special emphasis on Natural Resource Management,
Environment and the Botany sector, underscoring our deep commitment to building climate
resilience and promoting community-driven sustainability. By aligning science with grassroots
action, we aim to conserve ecosystems, restore biodiversity and empower local communities with
knowledge and opportunities

Anitha K.T. leads “Establishment and Restoration of Mangrove BioShield in Coastal Areas of
Edavanakkad Panchayath,” where she strengthens coastal ecosystems and empowers communities
through conservation, training, and restoration practices. Her initiative restores mangrove habitats as
natural barriers against erosion and climate impacts while fostering local stewardship and resilience.

)

Thorat Javashri Sanjay advances the “Carbon Emission Tracking Application,” a pioneering
digital tool that measures social media—related carbon footprints, promotes energy-efficient
practices, and supports biodiversity protection. By linking technology with conservation, the project
raises awareness of sustainable digital behavior and inspires climate-conscious action.

Darshan Ginoya drives “Diurnal Behavior and Roosting Ecology of Indian Flying Fox
(Pteropus medius) & Community Awareness in Urban Landscapes of Surat,” combining
ecological research with outreach to dispel myths and foster coexistence. His work highlights the
ecological role of bats in pollination and seed dispersal while promoting tolerance and conservation
awareness in urban areas.
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Sarisha Wildlife And Ecology Society (WNE-India)

Sarisha Wildlife And Ecology Society (WNE-India)

Sarisha Wildlife And Ecology Society (WNE-India)

Top Three Shortlisted Projects WNE START UP Grant (Q2)

The final awardee for the 2nd quarter is yet to be announced. Stay tuned for the winner
Click here for upcoming updates.
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/anitha-kt-0a309b357/
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Kamli: Heart Of The Forest

Story By: Pratik Mahapatra

IT BEGAN WITH VIJAYA AKA KANKATTI’S FIGHT TO THRIVE......!!

It all started when Vijaya, Kamli's mother, was defending her young family laying her life on the line
to protect her cubs from an unwelcome male intruder.... Over the last few years, I have been
tremendously enjoying the chances of getting the interactions with people related to the vast domain
of wildlife and conservation, and one such occasion happened to occur on 18 November 2018 — on
the day of the fourth series of Wildlife Awareness Rally in Kolkata when I got to know Jairaj Singh
Parihar. Amiable and entirely committed to his concerns, he is an ace naturalist and a conservation
worker in Sanjay-Dubri Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh. During a short break before my
presentation, we had been enjoying a hearty conversation on ‘Kamli’ the tigress.

Kamli - a name that sufficiently tells about herself, from her
ruptured early days as a small cub to a graceful adult, who
turned out to be a matriarch of the park in recent days.
Recalling my novice days as an enthusiast who used to
collect the paper cuttings on several wildlife coverages from
popular Bengali and English dailies, I was just piecing
together her family dynasty. Now, she has turned out to be
the matriarch of the park but the initiation of life that she
endured is awe-striking and inspiring - here is her story......

The tourists, who are innately associated with Photo: Jairaj Singh Parihar
Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh, fondly Sanjay Dubri Tiger Reserve, Madhya
called her Kankatti, meaning "the torn ear" in Hindi. To Pradesh July 2019

know Kamli intimately, let’s delve into commemorating

Kankatti's life.

She happened to be an extraordinary fighter. Born in 2007 to Jhurjhura Female named Durga, and
fathered by Bokha, Kankatti was one of the legacy bearers of Bandhavgarh's renowned matriarch,
Sita, representing the beacon of the fourth generation in Sita's lineage (Born in April 2002, Durga
was one of the daughters of Pyari, also known as Chakradhara Female or Chakraa, one of the cubs
from Sita's last litter from September 1996).It was the time of December 2010, when a savage
territorial takeover occurred. At that time, the famous Chakradhara and Sidhbaba area was dominated
by Lakshmi, Durga's sister. Since she developed a limp in her right hind leg, she was frequently
called Langrhi, meaning "the limping one" in Hindi. Her two cubs, fathered by Bamera, were under a
year old, and were entirely dependent on her. A little did Langrhi realized at that point that her
apparently peaceful family frame was about to be upside-down. Leaving her natal territory at
Rajbehra, Kankatti decided to move into Chakradhara. The altercation was inevitable. The first fight
between Langrhi and Kankatti was taken place in January 2011. Inexperienced, Kankatti lost the
battle and immediately backed down. But it was a submission, displayed only to embolden her
massive determination to come back and try her luck yet again. Three months later in March 2011,
Kankatti returned to Chakradhara.

1o be continued in the upcoming volume....


https://www.facebook.com/m.pratik.official/
https://www.facebook.com/jairaj.parihar?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZY4SLu60dsCMPsXyF6MBDQZcnSiSvr02yJadghLVPGi9iOm21GtHm_FRzvCTwKS2sw_FpC_w1EyxXa2F73GJOoyrV73PE0U407nNSRJZWRpyvmZi1oE8GolSpO2Zru_CiCqvHeOdyx4foI_YZr_Vc1fepHtfPek2XNqOg9C6loA&__tn__=-%5dK*F

World Elephant Day: Inspiring Young Minds For Conservation

For six years, our project “Securing the Gentle Giants of East India” has worked across Jharkhand,
Odisha and West Bengal to protect Asian elephants. We focus on regular monitoring, scientific analysis
and technology-based management to strengthen conservation. Our work also builds awareness among
local communities, creating a shared responsibility for safeguarding elephants and their habitats.

World Elephant Day gives us an opportunity to take this message beyond our project sites. Last year,
we organized a program in Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh. This year, our new team member, Prachi Upadhyay,
hosted an engaging seminar at Government School, Sargawan, Surguja. She shared with students the
challenges; elephants face in Chhattisgarh and their vital role in keeping ecosystems balanced. Fifty-
three students joined the session, gaining knowledge and inspiration. The celebration reminded us that
protecting elephants begins with awareness and continues through collective action for a harmonious
coexistence.

L l\ *

Elephant Day Celebration By Prachi Upadhyay in Government School, Sargawan, Surguja

Protecting Habitats, Preserving Species: A Study Of Bankura’s
Changing Landscapes

UNDERSTANDING THE

In Bankura South Division, we undertook a project entitled
“Understanding the Change in Green Cover and Current Bird
Conservation Planning through GIS Analysis in the Township
of Bankura.”

Using GIS-based analysis, we mapped and studied the
changes in green cover over a five-year period (2021-2025).
The results revealed significant shifts in vegetation patterns,
which directly influenced the composition and diversity of the
avian community in the region.

Through this study, we not only documented the changes in
bird populations but also identified the ecological pressures
driving these shifts. Based on the findings, we proposed
targeted conservation measures to protect and restore habitats,
strengthen biodiversity, and support the long-term survival of
bird species in Bankura.

CHANGE IN GREEN COVER
AND CURRENT BIRD
CONSERVATION PLANNING
THROUGH GIS ANALYSIS
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
BANKURA

To
Dr. Pradip Barui
Divisional Forest Officer
Bankura South Forest Division

Submitted by
Sarisha Wildlife And Ecology Society
WNE-India

Prepared by
Sucheta Ganguly, Khumukcham Shynyan

Cover Page of the book submitted

to Bankura Forest Department


https://www.facebook.com/prachi.upadhyay.94
https://www.facebook.com/prachi.upadhyay.94
https://www.facebook.com/prachi.upadhyay.94
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Collaborating For Change: Expanding Chamomile Cultivation
Across Districts

Under the Bana Bandhu Project, we started
chamomile a high-value aromatic and medicinal crop,
cultivation in 2020 across Purulia, Bankura and
Paschim Medinipur. Over the past four years, we
worked closely with tribal and marginalized farmers
to introduce this high-value aromatic crop. We faced
challenges in the beginning, from cultivation to
harvesting, but our efforts created a strong
foundation. Chamomile fetches higher prices in the
market, supports medicinal and cosmetic industries
and offers steady income with relatively low
investment. Chamomile Cultivation

Our success in Purulia, Bankura show how this crop can transform rural livelihoods. Farmers who once
struggled with traditional crops now earn more and gain confidence in sustainable farming. With this
experience, we aim to expand cultivation into more districts and strengthen marketing channels.

We invite NGOs, FPOs and organizations to collaborate with us, so together we can bring the
advantages of chamomile to many more farming communities.

To Know More, Click Here

Building Market Linkages And Diversification For Farmers In
Joypur Block

On 21st August 2025, we met with Manbhum Farmers
Producer Company Limited at Joypur Block, Purulia to
discuss ways of improving farmer livelihoods and
strengthening the rural economy. i
WNE presented a detailed report on Chamomile cultivation ﬁ

and other high-value crops, an initiative we started in 2021.
The report showed how these crops encourage diversification, ‘
create new income opportunities and reduce farmers’ After meeting with Manbhum Farmers

d .- . Producer Company Limited
ependence on traditional practices.
We discussed how market linkages can secure fair prices and build a stronger supply chain. We also

stressed the need for collaboration to enhance farmers’ skills and ensure long-term sustainability.

Announcement:

A TALK ON CHEMORECEPTION OF NON-LUMINOUS FIREFLIES WITH
EMPHASIS ON INSECT SENSILLA:

WNE India is hosting a free webinar on 10th e e e
September 2025 (5—-6 PM IST) on the '
chemoreception of non-luminous fireflies.

The session will be delivered by Arnob Chakrovorty,
Research Scholar, University of Kalyani, and Founder
& Secretary of i For Nature.

Registration closes on 8th September 2025.

Register now: https://forms.gle/Vgv76DLHUSUZE{KU6
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Major Breakthrough In Indian Geology - Unearthed Phytosaur
From Jaisalmer, Rajasthan

Dr. Narayan Das Inkhiya and Professor V. S. Parihar from
Jai Narayan Vyas University, Jodhpur in Rajasthan ¥
unearthed a 200 million years old crocodile-like reptilian |
fossil with the help of local inmates of Megha village, |
located within the Lathi Formation, a geological area in | =
Jaisalmer known to have supported ancient life. -
The fossil is identified as a Phytosaur, a semi-aquatic
reptile, closely resembling a modern-day crocodile but not
its direct ancestor. The find dated back approximately 200
million years to the Jurassic period and the ruins also |
include a partially preserved skeleton, measuring between |
1.5 to 2 meters in length, along with a fossilized egg.

wa o {""». 2 ; < . -éﬁ

- The geology team, led by Dr VS Parihar and

Dr Narayan Das Inkhiya, at the Jurassic fossil site

in Megha village in Jaisalmer district Sunday. The
discovery of phytosaur fossil, resembling a crocodile,
is said to be the first-ever such finding in India

Photo Credit :Times of India

This first-ever discovery of a phytosaur fossil provides invaluable new clues about the prehistoric
environment and biodiversity of western Rajasthan, suggesting that what is now the Thar Desert was
once a landscape with rivers and aquatic life.

Currently the site has been secured by the district administration to protect the remains as the researchers
continue to excavate the area for more hidden fossils beneath the desert surface. This discovery further
solidifies Jaisalmer's reputation as a "fossil hotspot" in India, a region that has yielded other significant
finds, including the fossil of a long-necked dinosaur named Tharosaurus indicus and a dinosaur egg in
recent years.

Bee’s Brian Could Hold The Key To Smarter AlL.!!

According to the study led by the researchers of University of
Sheffield, a new discovery of how bees use their flight
movements to facilitate remarkably accurate learning and
recognition of complex visual patterns could mark a major
change in how next-generation Al is developed. _
By building a digital version of a bee's brain, the team has B : ;
discovered the way bees move their bodies during flight helps ’?‘ ’
shape visual input and generates unique electrical messages in | - N A -
their brains. These movements generate neural signals allowing Photo Credit: ScienceDaily

the insect to easily and efficiently identify predictable features of the world around them,

demonstrating remarkable accuracy in learning and recognizing complex visual patterns during flight,
such as those found in a flower.

This model not only deepens our understanding of how bees learn and recognize complex patterns
through their movements, but also paves the way for next-generation Al. It demonstrates that future
robots can be smarter and more efficient by using movement to gather information, rather than relying
on massive computing power.

The study has been published recently in the journal eLife in collaboration with Queen Mary
University of London. By bringing together findings from how insects behave, how their brains work
and what the computational models show, the study shows how studying small insect brains can
uncover basic rules of intelligence. These findings not only deepen our understanding of cognition but
also have significant implications for developing new technologies.


https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/08/250824031528.htm
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