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Rishikesh Tripathi’s ‘In-situ Conservation of Gooty
Tarantula’ has been selected for the
WNE START UP GRANT

WNE-startup grant has been awarded fora | 4
research project focused on the Gooty Tarantula, a [ ##F
rare and vividly blue spider native to India. This
year, for the first time, this initiative has been
taken up from our end under the grant’s program.
The study aims to understand spider’s diversity,
distribution pattern, behavior and their ecological
responses to environmental factors. Over 30 new
spider species from India have been described as
part of this ongoing work, supported by regular
field surveys in remote regions of Tamil Nadu and
Andhra Pradesh. The research combines
traditional taxonomy with modern analytical tools,
with a strong focus on biogeography, speciation
and community-level interactions. Public outreach
is also a key component, promoting awareness of
spider’s ecological importance.

Rishikesh Tripathi inside the field. (inset: Gooty
Tarantula)

Taking a small step towards
combating the Carbon
Footprints in our country

S O T

In 2019 we took a small, but meaningful iniative to
conduct teak plantation in Pollachi, Tamil Nadu. This tree
species has high carbon sequestration capacity,thus absorbing a
significant amount of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere
during their lifetime. We planted 100 teak saplings out of which
81 have survived and have grown well and healthy. These trees
now stand strong and healthy, reflecting the success to our effort.
After five years, we have seen them to be fully grown, thus
adding to the green cover of the area. This green cover will help
to combat carbon footprint, a rising threat in the country and will
also support the local biodiversity. Through this initiative, we
took a clear step towards a greener future and a healthier planet.
We aim to continue this efforts in the coming years.
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Grown up Teak trees in 6 years at
Pollachi, Tamil Nadu
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Editioral 89 Snake resuced last month
------------------- under the Project ‘Sarpa

We are launching a large-scale Sathi’
plantation activity, for which we have
acruired 50 Ha land from all across India, Last month (May 2025), our Sarpa Sathi’s are actively

strengthening our commitment to | working in multiple states of India, while rescuing and
reducing carbon emissions and promoting rehabilitating a total of 89 snakes from the human
environmental sustainability. By settlements to reduce human snake conflicts.

expanding the green cover, we aim to cut
our carbon footprint and boost climate Our of the 89 snakes, 37 turned out to be venomous

resilience across the country. and others are non venomous. Apart from rescuing the snakes
At the core of this effort is our the team also organize 4 awareness programs on the human

flagship project “Bana Bandhu” in snake conflicts in the villages.

Ajodhya Hills—a dynamic blend of
ecological farming, conservation and
community development. Bana Bandhu
promotes sustainable farming, supports
ecotourism that protects local biodiversity
and empowers the local community. The
project will directly engage 20 individuals
and create indirect opportunities for at
least 50 more, driving new livelihoods
while caring for nature. Together, we are
building a greener, stronger future.

Snake rescued from Jawai, Rajasthan

Joint Awareness Drive on lllegal Electric Hooking to
Prevent Human-Elephant Conflict

ECO, the collaborative organization of WNE-INDIA, in collaboration with TPWODL and Bargarh
Forest Division, organized a community awareness film screening at Nalichuan village under Bhatli Range
to highlight the risks and legal consequences of illegal electric hooking. This initiative, long advocated by
ECO, aimed to reduce human-elephant conflict during crop-raiding seasons by promoting safer practices.
With strong on-ground support from ECO, the event saw participation from 50 villagers who engaged
actively with the message. We believe such joint efforts are vital in fostering coexistence and preventing
intentional electrocution of wildlife.

During the Awareness Drive Program to address Human Elephant conflict at Odisha




Celebrating World Leopard Day through conducting
a National Level Webinar

" Aum Agravat (Presenting)
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6:01 PM | Webinar on International Leopard Day

A screenshot taken during the Webinar Program

This year we celebrated the International Leopard Day through an engaging webinar session.
Our esteemed speakers, Dr. Moitreyee Chakrabarty and Aum Agravat gave insightful presentations that
made the event special. Over 50 participants joined the session and shared positive feedback on it. We
thank Durgapur Government College and our collaborative organization ECO for their strong support in
making this webinar a success. We feel encouraged by the response and plan to organize more such
sessions in the future. We will focus on key issues like wildlife conservation and threats to wild species
in our upcoming webinars.

Celebrating World Turtle Day through Capacity
Building Training Programs for the Departmental
Frontline Staff

On 23rd May 2025, one of our collaborative organization,
ECO in collaboration with the India Turtle Conservation
Program (@itcpindia) and Malkangiri Forest Division,
conducted Odisha’s first capacity-building training for frontline
forest staff on World Turtle Day, chaired by DFO Mr. Pratap
Kotapalli, ACF Mrs. Monsoon Khemundu and Ms. Priyanka
Mahuka. The program trained 37 staff from six Forest Ranges.
Dr. Niladri Bhusan Kar led a session on turtle identification and |
rescue, while ECO’s Aurobindo Samal and Akash Padhan
covered ethical relocation and illegal trade awareness. This
initiative strengthens ground-level enforcement to combat turtle
trafficking and protect freshwater turtle species across the region.

Training Program at Malkangiri
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Building Artificial Nests for Bird Conservation at the
Township of Bankura

This year, we started a special initiative
to build artificial nests across cities and towns
in India to support bird conservation that are
losing their natural homes due urbanization
¥ and development. We have partnered with the
= Bankura South Forest Division to carry out a
i focused bird conservation initiative at the
¥ township of Bankura.

Together, we are addressing the urgent
need for safe nesting and roosting spaces for
birds such as barn owls, house sparrows,
starlings and bulbuls. This collaboration
| blends local expertise with conservation efforts,
creating a safe home for birds that are fast
| losing their natural homes. Through this joint

Handed the Artificial Bird Nest to ADFO of effort, we are nurturing hope for many

Bankura South Forest Department. declining species and restoring balance to the
urban ecosystem.

Submission of Report on
Small Mammal Survey at Durgapur Forest

Division
We began this project in December 2024. Our
team carried field surveys, thoroughly analyzing the STUDYING THE SMALL
findings and submitted a comprehensive report to the MAMMAL DIVERSITY AT

THE FOREST COVER OF

Forest Department. We worked across the forest cover of DURGAPUR DIVISION

the Division to understand the small moammal movment,
access the condition of the habitat quality and thus
developing GIS-based Land Use and Land Cover (LULC)
maps and Small Mammal Activity maps. We also mapped
human-wildlife conflict zones and measured the intensity

of these conflicts to better understand the challenges on To

the ground. D Tl
Our study focused on the Habitat Quality Analysis, _ submitiedby

Species-wise Threat Pattern and Intensity Analysis and S NE iy

Species Density Analysis. This reporting will help the Preparcd by

Sucheta Ganguly, Achinta Saren, Shwetadn Bhandarn

Forest Department take planful steps to devicing future
haiata and species speciefic conservation measure that
has the potential to develop a healthy and sustainable
ecosystem in the years ahead.

Front Page of the Report submitted to
Durgapur Forest Division




